Right Relationship and Authority
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1 Peter 2:13 - 3:7

[bookmark: _Hlk113432910]19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
(1 Peter 2:19-21, ESV)

Introduction
Jamin Goggin and Kyle Strobel wrote that not only is the rejection of the reality of suffering a rejection of reality itself, but that “A rejection of suffering is a rejection of weakness and vulnerability in relationship with God” (The Way of the Dragon or the Way of the Lamb? Revised, Goggin & Strobel, Nelson 2021, p. 216). I would like to take this thought a step further: a rejection or refusal to share the sufferings of others or a refusal to accept that suffering which accompanies obedience to God’s will is a rejection of God’s authority, too.

1. Authority and submission to human government. (1 Peter 2:13-17)

a) A right relationship with others is founded in right relationship with God.

b) We were set free from sin and death to serve the holy and eternal God.

2. Authority and submission in the workplace. (1 Peter 2:18-25)

	a) This is not a promotion of slavery but an encouragement to invite God into our daily working lives.

	b) Christ endured unjust suffering so that we might die to sin and come alive to righteousness.

3. Authority and mutual submission in marriage. (1 Peter 3:1-7)
​
	a) Every human relationship reflects the authority of God, even if imperfectly.

	b) Mutual submission in Christ (Ephesians 5:21) is to shape each and every Christian relationship.

Conclusion
For Christians, submission is not simply about doing God’s will, but about entrusting ourselves to God’s judgment. Whether in the home, at work or in society in general, the abuse of authority may be unavoidable or even inescapable because of temptation, sin, transgression, and iniquity in human hearts and minds. However, as we grow in right relationship with God’s Word, Spirit, and People, even our suffering grows in its potential as a vehicle for the revelation of God’s glory just as we saw in Christ.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 Peter 2:13-3:7 and share with one another one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What are you learning today and what do you need prayer for this week?

091122cdg@hch
