​An Invitation Back to Relationship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 John 1:1-10

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
(1 John 1:5-7, ESV)

Introduction
As we prepare for the holidays, culminating with Christmas, it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and my soul to reconsider the incarnation of Jesus Christ—that miraculous implosion of the Creator taking on human flesh—through the words of “the disciple Jesus loved” (John 19:26, 20:2, 21:7, 20). While that doesn’t mean that God has favorites—unless, of course, God’s divine love is able to embrace all of us as His favorite!—John speaks of Christ from the privileged place of not only an eyewitness, but also a trusted servant and friend of Christ.

1. Grace is ultimately a divine invitation to fellowship with God. (1 John 1:1-4)

	a) John’s testimony of the eternal Word made flesh (John 1:1-14).

	b) Fellowship with the divine community we know as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. The divine nature and character of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (1 John 1:5-7)

	a) God’s nature made known through the Law, the prophets, and Christ.

	b) What could it mean that God’s divine nature requires us to walk in His light?

3. The relationship between walking in the light and a good conscience. (1 John 1:8-10)

	a) What does it mean to walk in the light?

	b) The significance and necessity of regularly breaking bread and praying together.

Conclusion
Almost sixty years after Christ’s resurrection and ascension, the Holy Spirit directed the last living member of the first Twelve disciples of Christ to write to all the churches about the truth of Christ’s incarnation. For many modern-day Christians, the significance of Christ’s incarnation appears limited to Christ’s ability to suffer and die as a propitiatory sacrifice for sin or perhaps as related to Christ’s ability to understand human experience. However, the incarnation is perhaps of greatest significance for those saved to become living temples of the Holy Spirit.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 John 1:1-10 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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