Recognizing God’s Truth
Hope Chapel Honolulu
2 Peter 1:16-2:22

1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.
(2 Peter 1:21-2:1, ESV)

Introduction
While continually grateful for the invention of the printing press and the way our contemporary translations of the Bible are separated by chapter and verse, there are places in Scripture where technological limits have made it more difficult to understand. The chapter break here in Peter’s second letter is one example. This chapter break divides his declaration that authentic prophecy is not from human imagination, but divine inspiration given to us by Spirit-filled people who “spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” and the topic of discerning divine inspiration from devilish deception. However, we must read both parts in close relation to the other.

1. The relationship between the gospel of Jesus Christ and prophecy. (2 Peter 1:16-2:3)

	a) “The testimony of Jesus Christ is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 19:10).

	b) As false prophets arose in Israel then, so there are false teachers in the Church today.

2. God faithfully judges between the righteous and the unrighteous. (2 Peter 2:4-13)

	a) Just as God has judged fallen angels, so He will judge false prophets and teachers.

	b) As God spared Noah and Lot, those who are faithful can expect God’s deliverance.

3. The signs of false prophets and teachers. (2 Peter 2:14-22)

	a) How can we distinguish false prophets and teachers from trustworthy messengers?

	b) How do we ourselves avoid misrepresenting the grace and truth of Christ?

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk116455568]Just as the apostle John would later write in his Revelation of Jesus Christ, “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 19:10, ESV). While there may be both well-known and obscure voices in your world, it’s not the celebrity of the messenger but the content of the message that reveals its origin and trustworthiness. While the Holy Spirit still enables disciples to “prophesy in turn” (1Corinthians 14:26-33), whether words of instruction, correction, direction, encouragement or warning, the best indicator of its trustworthiness is if that word or message leads us to Christ.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 2 Peter 1:16-2:22 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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