​The Day of the Lord
Hope Chapel Honolulu
2 Peter 3:1-18

[bookmark: _Hlk117058546]10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
(2 Peter 3:10-13, ESV)
Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk117058602]One of the most important discoveries in the New Testament for me as a young disciple some 30 years ago was this passage from the Letter to the Hebrews: “…let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment” (Hebrews 6:1-2, ESV). It seems that just as Peter had taught his disciples, so this passage urged me to grow beyond repentance and faith for salvation and to live in the light of the coming resurrection and judgment.

1. The flood, the rainbow and those who choose not to believe. (2 Peter 3:1-6)

	a) The predictions of the prophets and Christ’s commandment through the apostles.

	b) The symbolism of water in creation, judgment, and baptism (1Peter 3:18-22).

2. God will bring judgment before the new creation. (2 Peter 3:7-13)

[bookmark: _Hlk117005116]	a) God’s patience provides for repentance but does not negate His judgment.

	b) God’s promise of new heavens and a new earth where righteousness dwells.

3. How can we have assurance of salvation? (2 Peter 3:14-18)

[bookmark: _Hlk117005348]	a) God’s patience is not from absence or weakness, but His desire for our salvation.

	b) Growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ is our best assurance of salvation (2 Peter 1:3-11).

Conclusion
Literate English-speaking Christians today are blessed to have multiple translations of the entire Old and New Testaments, as well as incredible resource libraries to help them understand the content of the Bible. Peter’s audience may have only had his first or second letters along with portions of the Old Testament. Peter’s approach to worship, discipleship and witness differed from Paul’s, yet this second letter of Peter, with the help of God’s Spirit and People, was enough to encourage faithful living.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 2 Peter 3:1-18 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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