​The Unfading Crown of Glory
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 Peter 5:1-14

[bookmark: _Hlk115245049]6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. (1 Peter 5:6-9, ESV)

Introduction
Peter was a simple and unschooled Galilean fisherman when he met Christ. Such was his simplicity that some have doubted Peter’s authorship of this letter. Yet as Peter’s first epistle comes to its close, we see that Peter has at least begun to understand the reward which Christ has waiting for those who are willing to evidence their worship and praise by following, trusting, and imitating Him.  

1. An exhortation for the elders among us. (1 Peter 5:1-4)

	a) Those entrusted with leadership are to lead by example.

	b) What is “the unfading crown of glory”?

2. An exhortation for all of us. (1 Peter 5:5-11)

	a) How far should we submit to and equate human leadership with “the mighty hand of God”?

	b) What does it mean to “resist (the devil), firm in (our) faith”?

3. Faithful with little, then faithful with much. (1 Peter 5:12-14)

	a) Who was the Silvanus (or Silas) named here in the apostle Peter’s letter?

b) What is the meaning of “she who is at Babylon” and what should this mean to us?

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk115161072]Today, too, there are false gospels such as a “forgiveness-only” or “right” gospel. Unlike Peter’s presentation of the gospel, much of our modern gospel teaching and practice promote personal peace and otherworldly salvation rather than the hope of resurrection. These so-called “gospels” don’t result in patience and perseverance because of their focus on self-preservation, representing salvation as escape from suffering. Why does God allow His children to suffer? He allows us to suffer to develop godly character and a purified faith and hope.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 Peter 5:1-14 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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