Readiness and Relationship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 John 2:15-29

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him.
(1 John 2:28-29, ESV)

Introduction
It seems helpful to understanding what John writes in 1 John2:18-29 to briefly return to his warning in 1John 2:15-17 about what we allow ourselves to love. We must be careful to understand that John doesn’t warn us against loving the world or the things of this world because they are evil (1 Timothy 4:4; James 1:17), but because they are temporary. Just as John attempts to set his readers straight about the nature of Christ, so the Holy Spirit warns us through John about the nature of the world we live in and its imminent demise.

1. How John understands and identifies the antichrist? (1 John 2:15-19)

a) Who or what is this antichrist?

b) Christ and antichrist, God's people and not God's people.

2. The anointing that is the Spirit of Christ. (1 John 2:20-27)

a) The Spirit of Truth and the mechanism of revelation.

b) The essential connection between truth and relationship.

3. Towards confident relationships in Christ. (1 John 2:28-29)

a) The connection between abiding and salvation.

b) Inward faith evidenced through outward practice. 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk119326968]In his gospel narrative, John quoted Christ saying, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come” (John 16:13, ESV). While I’m not sure that John knew exactly how or what the Holy Spirit would later reveal to and through him, the eternal nature of the Spirit of God allows us to see our temporal world from God’s eternal perspective. From God’s perspective the only eternal things in our world are people and relationships. We must relate well to be ready.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 John 2:18-29 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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