​That Hope Which Demands Purity
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 John 3:1-10

[bookmark: _Hlk120021856]1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
(1 John 3:1-3, ESV)

Introduction
You may recall as we read together from the gospel narratives of Luke and Mark that there were some differences between the gospel, which is commonly taught and practiced today, and what the apostles themselves heard, believed, practiced, and taught. Amongst these differences we saw how modern gospel presentations often make discipleship and obedience to the truth optional to accommodate culture or our own sense of entitlement and self-justification. However, the hope that John expressed made purity, holiness, and loyalty essential to a saving faith.

1. How do salvation and shared identity with Christ go together? (1 John 3:1-3)

	a) Why wasn’t Jesus Christ recognized by His own people?

b) How are we to respond to the love and hope held out to us as God’s daughters and sons?

2. Comparing what we believe with what the apostles taught and practiced. (1 John 3:4-8)

	a) What does it mean and how can it be that “no one who abides in Him keeps on sinning”?

	b) As we are saved by grace through faith, how and why do sin and righteousness still matter?

3. Are we practicing sin or practicing righteousness? (1 John 3:9-10)

	a) How should we understand this phrase—“God’s seed”—here in 1 John 3:9?

	b) Could love for all brothers and sisters in Christ be a kind of minimum standard?

Conclusion
When we consider that Christ was conceived in Mary by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18-20; Luke 1:30-35), we can begin to see how it is not only the Word of God, but also the Spirit of God, too, that functions like seed in our lives. As the Holy Spirit fulfills what John first heard from Christ’s lips regarding “righteousness, sin and judgment” (John 16:8), the question for us becomes whether the good news we believe in and count upon is the same good news Christ declared.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 John 3:1-10 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you; what do you need prayer for this week?
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