Love in Deed and in Truth
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 John 3:11-24

[bookmark: _Hlk120691031]16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.
(1 John 3:16-20, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk120622591]As we read through and discussed 1 John 3:1-10, we recognized the threads of connection between Christ’s promise of the Holy Spirit and description of the Holy Spirit’s ministry—”when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8)—with how His abiding presence in our lives helps to purify us from unrighteousness. Here in 1 John 3:11-24 we will see how the Holy Spirit functions like an umpire of righteousness within our hearts, helping us to live by God’s laws of love and loyalty.

1. We must love one another. (1 John 3:11-15)

	a) Cain killed Abel because he was jealous of Abel’s acceptable worship and reward (Genesis 4:1-16).

	b) The world and its people will not be glad that we worship and serve the LORD.

2. Does Christ’s life define and describe love in your life? (1 John 3:16-20)

	a) Love for God and neighbor cannot be private; love must be expressed publicly.

	b) Comparing the conviction of the Holy Spirit with condemnation by the accuser (Revelation 12:10).

3. Believe in Jesus and love one another. (1 John 3:21-24)

	a) Having confidence before God.

	b) God’s laws of love and loyalty (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Mark 12:28-34).

Conclusion
John cautioned earlier in his letter to “not love the world or the things in the world” and distinguished between the love and desires of this world and the love and desires of the Father (1 John 2:15-17). It’s helpful to remind ourselves that the reason for this caution was that “the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” Are you living and loving in such a way that you have assurance of God’s love and eternal life?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice CAKE with one another and then have someone to share a recent experience of recognizing and escaping enemy mode.
2) Read 1 John 3:11-24 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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