Right Relationship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 John 4:1-21

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
(1 John 4:18-21, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk121294856]According to Tertullian in his Prescription Against Heretics, this same John who once ran away in fear on the night Christ was betrayed, had bravely faced public execution by boiling oil. When God kept John unhurt, however, he was exiled to Patmos to remove his personal witness in Rome. Was it the near-sixty years of abiding in God’s love, which John first experienced through Jesus Christ and which was multiplied through his fellowship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, that chased away John’s fear of death and judgment?

1. The Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. (1 John 4:1-6) 

	a) What does your worldview say about angels, demons, spirits, or aliens?

b) What is the significance of Jesus Christ having come in the flesh?

2. Loving God and those we can see. (1 John 4:7-15)

	a) We best resemble God through loving relationship with others.

	b) We best represent God by loving one another, even our enemies, as God does.

3. Perfected love has no room for fear of judgment. (1 John 4:16-21)

	a) Do you believe God loves you enough to abide in God’s love for you?

	b) God’s love redeems and reassures us for the coming day of judgment.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk121295188]That God is concerned with truth is evidenced by His giving to us not only Jesus Christ the Savior, but also the Holy Spirit of truth. However, God’s truth is much more than right information or belief; such truth requires right behavior. And because God is love, more than right belief or behavior, it is right relationship—abiding in loving relationship with God’s Word, Spirit and People—that is essential for this life and the life to come.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice CAKE with one another and then have someone share a recent experience of recognizing and escaping enemy mode.
2) Read 1 John 4:1-21 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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