The Birth of Our Lord and Savior
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Matthew 1:18-2:12

1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:18-21, ESV)

Introduction
The Scriptures present us multiple angles by which we can view the Christmas story. Some interesting comparisons include the genealogies of Matthew and Luke or how their respective narratives present the birth of Christ and its surrounding circumstances. An interesting contrast for me is how the gospel narratives of Matthew and Luke pay much attention to the circumstances of Christ’s birth, while those of Mark and John begin with Christ’s baptism and public ministry or Christ’s pre-existent divinity, respectively. This year it seemed appropriate to consider both the private and public impact of the birth of Christ.

1. The inside story on the circumstances surrounding Christ’s birth. (Matthew 1:18-25)

	a) The impact of Christ’s conception on Mary and Joseph’s relationship.

	b) An angelic messenger works a divine reconciliation between Joseph and Mary.

2. The birth of the Savior for all nations. (Matthew 2:1-6)
​
	a) Who were these wise men from the East and how did they know about the Christ?

	b) The prophecy of Micah regarding the birth of Christ.

3. Wise men from Israel’s place of exile worship the child Christ. (Matthew 2:7-12)

	a) Wise men, from the nations by which Israel was once conquered and exiled, worshiped Christ.

	b) Herod, King of the Jews, would commit widespread infanticide in his attempt to kill Christ.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk122511162]Matthew tells us that the arrival of the Prince of Peace, as prophesied in Isaiah 9:6-7, brought both private and public controversy and conflict. For Mary and Joseph, their individual loyalty and submission to God appears to have challenged their personal sense of loyalty and propriety. For the wise men, as well as for Herod, welcoming the One who will one day be recognized as King of Kings resulted in political intrigue and persecution. In a world where your loyalty is demanded from all sides, whose interests will you serve?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice CAKE with one another and then have someone share a recent experience of recognizing and escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Matthew 1:18-2:12 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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