​The True God and Eternal Life
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 John 5:1-21

18 We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols.
(1 John 5:18-21, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk121556841]As we bring this set of conversations about John’s First Letter to the Churches to an end, it seems good for us to look at what the Holy Spirit is saying through John about new birth, God’s presence in our lives, and eternal life. All three of these aspects of life in the Spirit, however, are dependent upon one’s relationship with God through the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Let’s be careful to receive the testimony of God through John.

1. The benefits of being born again. (1 John 5:1-9)

​	a) The mystery behind how we are born again (John 3:1-8).

b) Not only are we born through the Holy Spirit, but also it is He who testifies of Christ.

2. The testimony of God is personal. (1 John 5:10-15)

	a) The testimony of the Holy Spirit is His abiding presence in those who believe in Christ.

	b) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit hinges upon our relationship with Christ.

3. Jesus Christ is both the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:16-21)

	a) Communion and confession with God’s Word, Spirit, and People.

	b) The rights and responsibilities that come with having been born of God.

Conclusion
While I used to think that eternal life was just about going to heaven someday, it turns out that eternal life is so much more. Not only does it begin on this side of eternity, but also, it’s about relationship rather than destination. Yes, as we learn from the prophets, apostles, gospels and from this letter, too, God is preparing a place for us because this present heaven and earth are reserved for judgment and destruction. However, as John testified, more than getting directions, we must concern ourselves with abiding in the Way and the Truth and the Life.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice CAKE with one another and then have someone share a recent experience of recognizing and escaping enemy mode.
2) Read 1 John 5:1-21 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What is God showing and telling you and what do you need prayer for this week?
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