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1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
(Revelation 21:1, ESV)

Introduction
Two weeks ago, I spoke with you from Daniel 10:1-21 where we found Daniel praying more than a month’s journey from Jerusalem about events that were at least 2,500 years beyond him. I spoke with you about how I felt that prayer may be the only thing we can do that is unbound by time, space, or human frailty. This week, I want to focus our attention on something Daniel prayed for but has yet to see: God’s final resolution to the broken darkness of our present heaven and earth.

1. God’s final solution is a new creation. (Revelation 21:1)

	a) The fate of the present heaven and earth (2 Peter 3:8-13).

	b) The promise of a new heaven and a new earth.

2. The New Jerusalem is not simply a rebuilt Old Jerusalem. (Revelation 21:2-4)

a) What did John mean by: “…prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (v.2)?

b) What is the promised result of God returning to dwell with us?

3. God promises a new beginning for all who hunger and thirst for righteousness. (Revelation 21:5-8)

	a) How are those who thirst and who conquer rewarded?

	b) Who are these that receive “the second death” as “their portion” and why?

Conclusion
Comic books, movies and other works of fantasy tempt us to wish for magical superpowers. The Word, Spirit and People of God show and tell us that the prayer of faith is perhaps the one true superpower humanity can attain. Faith in Christ is not merely about finding an eternal happy place someday. As new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:16-21), we can pray for others to find times and places of repentance, to be reconciled and restored to relationship with God and one another, and that they, too, might find welcome and rest in God’s new heaven and earth.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of recognizing and escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Revelation 21:1-8 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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