Jesus and His Church at Ephesus
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Revelation 1:9-2:7

[bookmark: _Hlk125529309]2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.’”
(Revelation 2:2-4, ESV)

Introduction
Many today who are interested in apostolic ministry, church planting, and discipling the nations look to the church at Antioch as a model. There are two things that intrigue me regarding the Church at Antioch, however, as I consider the Early Church. Firstly, why is Antioch not mentioned amongst the seven churches addressed in the Revelation of Jesus Christ? Secondly, why is Ephesus described as first of the seven churches?

1. The testimony of the last of the first generation of apostles. (Revelation 1:9-16)

	a) Jesus speaks with the last survivor of His original Twelve apostles.

b) Christ revealed Himself to John as holding the churches in His right hand.

2. The view from heaven of the local expressions of the Body of Christ. (Revelation 1:17-20)

a)The risen and glorified Christ identifies Himself to John.

b) The meaning and significance of the seven stars and lampstands.

3. The goal of our faith is love and good works. (Hebrews 10:24; Revelation 2:1-7)
​
a) Christ reveals His perspective on the Church and its local expressions beginning with Ephesus.

b) Ephesus, the first of the seven local churches had performed well but left their first love.

Conclusion
Revelation 1:6 says something mysterious to many modern followers of Christ: “Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” Bible scholars and historians tell us that the word “Nicolaitan” is a compound Greek work which means to “subdue the people.” They also tell us of a cult led by a man named Nicolaus—a proselyte from Antioch—who had taught and encouraged the believers to imitate the error of Balaam, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to practice sexual immorality. Perhaps that’s why we don’t find a local church at Antioch mentioned here?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Revelation 1:9-2:7 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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