​What If We Don’t Pray?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Daniel 10:1-21

12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 14 and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.”
(Daniel 10:12-14, ESV)
Introduction
If you’ve read the prophetic book of Daniel before, you may have noticed that he found favor with at least three foreign kings because of how the wisdom and power of God were revealed to and through him. While New Testament believers may think that this was just the grace or gifting of God in Daniel’s life, a closer look at Daniel’s commitment to the spiritual disciplines of prayer and intercession says more. Here we find Daniel praying more than a month’s journey from Jerusalem about events that were at least 2500 years beyond him. Prayer may be the only thing we can do that is unbound by time, space, or human frailty.

1. A lifelong practice of prayer with fasting. (Daniel 10:1-6)

	a) Prayer is not limited by time, space, or human ability.

	b) The impact of prayer upon a world unseen by human eyes.

2. Daniel’s practice of prayer and the favor of God. (Daniel 10:7-14)

	a) What boundary is there between vision and reality?

	b) Why was there a 21-day delay in God’s response to Daniel’s prayer?

3. Daniel partnered with God through prayer and intercession. (Daniel 10:15-21)

	a) Daniel’s weakness in the presence of these angelic beings.

	b) God’s love for Daniel and the efficacy of his prayer and intercession.

Conclusion
Some may argue that God will do whatever He wants to do with or without our prayers. However, at least two things from the text and the history surrounding the lives of Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah make it seem otherwise. Firstly, we see in the text that there is an angelic conflict that causes the unusual 21-day delay in God’s response to Daniel, a conflict that was resolved by angelic activity in response to his prayer. Secondly, history reveals that three generations of kings are apparently influenced by Daniel’s prayer here as first Cyrus, then Darius, and finally Artaxerxes make successive decrees on behalf of the Jewish exiles that provided for the rebuilding of Solomon’s temple and the walls around Jerusalem beginning in 539 BC.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of recognizing and escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Daniel 10:1-21 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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