Apostles, Elders and Overseers
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 20:16-38

28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.
(Acts 20:28-30, ESV)

Introduction
In the letter that Paul would later write to the Church at Ephesus, we can read of how God gave “the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13, ESV). Paul knew that God would provide others to help care for the saints at Ephesus as he followed the leading of the Holy Spirit to Jerusalem and then eventually to be martyred in Rome.

1. Set apart to be an apostle. (Acts 13:1-3, 20:16-17)

	a) Paul felt clearly led to return to Jerusalem and wanted to get there as quickly as possible.

	b) Because he had unfinished business with Ephesian leaders, Paul asked them to come to him.

2. Paul fulfilled God’s calling in public and from house to house. (Acts 20:18-27)

	a) The witness of the messenger and the content of his message.

	b) Paul loved God more than his own life.

3. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to one another. (Acts 20:28-38)

	a) What are apostles, elders, and overseers, and why does this matter to you and me?

	b) “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock…” (Acts 20:28).

Conclusion
I was asked the other day what I thought unity was. I told them that I thought it had something to do with “the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). We find an example of this “fullness of Christ” in Paul’s character, commitment to the will of the Father, his faithfulness and fruitfulness expressed through his faith and obedience, and his willingness to allow others to trust and obey God, too. It seems that everyone who believes in Christ and becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit is called to an apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, instructive and/or pastoral role. However, some may serve in one place while others may be led to serve in more than one. Ultimately, it’s the power, love, and faithfulness of Christ in us and through us that matters most.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Acts 20:16-38 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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