Faithfulness and Opposition
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 19:11-41

[bookmark: _Hlk126584516]11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?”
(Acts 19:11-15, ESV)

Introduction
While perhaps true for at least a season in church history, the Church at Ephesus was neither the result of a church multiplication initiative nor a slick advertising campaign. On top of the everyday marketplace witness of disciples like Priscilla and Aquila, as well as Paul’s daily discussions about Christ in the Hall of Tyrannus, God was lending evidence to the truth of what was being taught by His power expressed through healing and exorcism. This resulted in the burning of magic books and scrolls worth $43 million!

1. Spiritual authority, power, and warfare. (Acts 19:11-22)

	a) What does the Bible mean here by “extraordinary miracles”?

	b) What can we learn about spiritual authority, power, and warfare here?

2. The opposition of Demetrius and the craftsmen of Ephesus. (Acts 19:23-29)

	a) How did the faith and practice of Christians result in protest and near-riot?

	b) What are some contemporary examples of “Artemis of the Ephesians”?

3. A near riot quieted by civil authorities. (Acts 19:30-41)

	a) Conflict and controversy between the Christians, Jews, and Ephesians.

	b) The relationship between secular authorities and the God of Heaven and Earth.

Conclusion
Have you ever wondered why Paul didn’t just write one letter to be shared with all his disciples or to all the churches where they gathered? My best understanding of why Paul wrote somewhat different letters to the churches at Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae, and Thessalonica is the need for contextual theology: how best to understand and apply God’s eternal grace and truth to contemporary times and places. When we remember how this Church at Ephesus came to be, we can understand why Paul’s letter to the Ephesians concludes with, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might” (6:10, ESV).

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Acts 19:11-41 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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