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Acts 18:24 - 19:10

8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.
(Acts 19:8-10, ESV)
Introduction
While church planting may not always result in disciple-making, disciple-making will always result in some expression of church. As we return to the Book of Acts specifically to see how the Church at Ephesus began, two things stand out for me: 1) Paul’s instruction of the believers was more dialogue (dialegomai in the Greek) than preaching or sermonizing, and 2) the Church in Ephesus may have been as much the work of Priscilla and Aquila as it was of the apostle Paul. 

1. Disciples equipped, encouraged and faithful to teach others. (Acts 18:24-28)

	a) A man named Apollos comes to Ephesus preaching an incomplete gospel.

b) Priscilla and Aquila “explained to (Apollos) the way of God more accurately.”

2. The baptism with the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; Acts 19:1-7)
​
	a) Paul meets disciples who were unaware of the Holy Spirit.

	b) John the Baptist and Christ both promised a baptism with the Holy Spirit.

3. How did all the residents of Asia hear the word of the Lord? (Acts 19:8-10)

	a) Paul’s initial strategy was to convert followers of Moses to become followers of Christ.

	b) Resistance in Ephesus led to Paul “reasoning daily” with Jews and Greeks about Christ.

Conclusion
Preparation for planting the Church in Ephesus began across the Aegean Sea in Corinth as Paul met and eventually discipled a Jewish couple—trained tentmakers—who had fled from Rome named Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:1-23). In a similar way, perhaps God has already begun something in our lives that we have yet to recognize? Let’s commit ourselves to the Word, Spirit, and People of God, grow in our worship, discipleship, and witness, and see what God will do with us!

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Acts 18:24-19:10 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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