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[bookmark: _Hlk128558180]22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
(Ephesians 1:22-23, ESV)

Introduction
Since Ephesus was more than 5,000 miles away from Rome, the Ephesians may not have heard of the first two Roman expulsions of the Jewish people. However, as Acts 18:1-18 records, they would have noticed an influx of Jewish merchants and families in their city who had fled the third expulsion ordered by the Roman Emperor Claudius. The Christians, too, faced expulsion because they were seen as a Jewish religious sect. Doubly persecuted by the Romans and the Jews, they would likely have fled with little more than the clothes on their backs and their hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. God is the Father of the prodigal son. (Luke 15:11-37; Ephesians 1:11-14)

	a) “In [Christ] we have obtained an inheritance.”

	b) The role and responsibility of the Holy Spirit in God’s purpose and will.

2. The hope, inheritance, and power we have in Christ. (Ephesians 1:15-21)

	a) Three great promises in Christ: hope, inheritance, and power.

	b) The significance of Christ’s resurrection and ascension to our faith and future.

3. The authority and power of Jesus Christ. (Psalm 2:1-12; Ephesians 1:22-23)

	a) The roles and responsibilities of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	b) The roles and responsibilities of Christ and the Church.

Conclusion
For the Gentile believers in Ephesus, the good news of Jesus Christ appeared to promise deliverance from Roman oppression and a new order for those excluded from the wealth and power of Roman and Jewish society. However, the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of wisdom and revelation” (Ephesians 1:17) promised so much more as revealed through Paul. Not only would the Gentiles share in Christ’s inheritance, but also find their every loss reconciled, restored, renewed, and even resurrected in God’s Kingdom, as Christ Himself had been resurrected.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE before sharing recent stories of escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Ephesians 1:11-23 and share one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) Confess your needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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