An Apostle’s Prayer
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Ephesians 3:14-21

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.
(Ephesians 3:20-21, ESV)

Introduction
What is the best model for prayer? The Lord’s Prayer model we find in Matthew 6 and Luke 11? If you’re of my generation, you have probably heard of ACTS—adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication. Alternatively, perhaps you were with us when we read Pete Greig’s How to Pray and his suggested model of “Pause, Rejoice, Ask, and Yield.” Another example is the apostle Paul’s model here, which I abbreviate as WIPE—worship, intercession, praise, and exaltation. Instead of fixation on a model, however, isn’t it more important to consider who we pray to, our attitude or posture in prayer, as well as the act of prayer itself?

1. Beginning prayer with the riches of the glory of God. (Ephesians 3:14-16)

	a) What is Paul’s reason for praying here and in this manner?

	b) What is “glory” and how do we benefit from the riches of God the Father’s glory?
	
2. The work of the Holy Spirit and Son of God in our hearts. (Ephesians 3:17-19)

	a) The Spirit of Christ enables the Person of Christ to indwell disciples (John 4:10, 24; 7:37-38).

	b) The Spirit of Christ not only reveals the Person of Christ, but also reveals the love of God to us.
	
3. God’s power, love, and faithfulness are not limited by our prayer. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

	a) Prayer may be our best contribution to the work of God.

	b) God works beyond our prayers and is unbound by space, time, or our understanding. 

Conclusion
There’s more in Paul’s prayer than meets the eye or mind and more than we can wrap our hearts around. Paul, led by the Holy Spirit prayed that the Ephesians, “…being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that [the disciples at Ephesus] may be filled with all the fullness of God” (vv.17-19). This is significant to me. Why? Because Paul’s prayer confirms that while our faith and hope in Christ are important, it is the love of God for us and through us that matters most.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and “CAKES” before sharing recent stories of escaping enemy mode.
2) Read Ephesians 3:14-21 and share one thing the Spirit shows or tells you.
3) Let’s confess our needs and pray for one another (see James 5:13-20).
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