Forgiveness, Life and Power
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 24:13-53

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
(Luke 24:45-49)

Introduction
Many Easter messages focus on the content in Luke 24:1-12. This short passage contains a brief account of the women going to the tomb where Jesus’ body lay to honor Him by completing the burial process that had been abbreviated due to the Passover Sabbath. It also tells of what the women witnessed at the tomb, as well as of their attempt to testify to Christ’s resurrection, which had been largely ignored, except from Peter who had run to the tomb and discovered it was empty. The rest of Luke 24 tells of Christ actively working to gather and convince the disciples of His resurrection. Let’s take a closer look at what Christ said and did to help His disciples believe.

​1. At least two disciples felt hopeless that first Easter morning. (Luke 24:13-27)

	a) From God’s perspective, there are no people or places too small or insignificant.

	b) Two disciples left Jerusalem unable to believe the news of Christ’s resurrection.

2. Christ met His disciples to convince them of His resurrection.  (Luke 24:28-48)

	a) Christ opened their eyes to recognize Him as they broke bread together.

	b) Cleopas and the other unnamed disciple returned to Jerusalem in the dark.

3. More than just forgiveness and life, Christ gives power for witness.  (Luke 24:49-53)

	a) Christ repeats His promise of the Holy Spirit and tells them to wait.

	b) Comparing and contrasting Christ’s resurrection and ascension.

Conclusion
Perhaps even more important than why those two disciples left Jerusalem for Emmaus might be why Christ Himself pursued them. After all, Cleopas and the other unnamed disciple were not numbered among the Eleven. Christ even revealed Himself to the women before the disciples. While the resurrection of Christ itself was unseen, Christ’s ascension was clearly seen with the words of the angels promising that He would return in the same manner He had ascended into heaven (Acts 1:1-11).

For prayerful learning, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE and then have someone share a testimony of escaping enemy mode.
2) Share one thing that stood out for you from today’s worship, scripture passage, or sermon.
3) Please share any concerns or needs you may have and pray for one another before leaving.
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