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4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
(Ephesians 4:7-10, ESV)

Introduction
When reading Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians as originally intended—from beginning to end at once—the reason for that marvelous prayer for wisdom and understanding of the love of God in Ephesians 3:14-21 becomes clearer when we reach this next section. Paul’s words here describe a dizzying unity in the midst of broad diversity. How does God simultaneously uphold both unity in truth and diversity in grace in the now and not yet of His Church?

1. A life worthy of the invitation of God. (Ephesians 4:1-3)

	a) Why Paul refers to himself as a prisoner and not just as an apostle.

	b) What is this calling of God and what kind of lifestyle is appropriate to God’s invitation?

2. Called to share in God’s divine unity in the diversity of grace. (Ephesians 4:4-7)

	a) A unity in truth.

b) A diversity of grace.

3. That Christ might fill all things. (Ephesians 4:8-10)

	a) The mystery of Christ’s ascent and descent (1 Peter 3:18-22, 4:6).

	b) The supremacy of Christ (Colossians 1:15-20).

Conclusion
We have talked about how Paul used the word “therefore” twice here. One of the keys I have learned over the years to understand the writings of the Apostle Paul (2 Peter 3:15-16) is to always verify why or what the word “therefore” is there for. Here there seems to be at least three reasons: a) the good news that Gentile believers have an equal share in Christ Jesus, b) how God is showing and telling both men and angels of His wisdom and power through a Church comprised of both Jews and Gentiles, and c) how God is not bound by our weakness. God will be glorified in, through, and beyond us. Go and make disciples!

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application
1) Practice quieting and CAKE and have someone share a testimony of escaping “enemy mode.”
2) Share one thing that stood out for you from today’s worship, scripture passage, or sermon.
3) Please share any concerns or needs you may have and pray for one another.
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