​Be Imitators of Christ
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Ephesians 5:1-10

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
(Ephesians 5:1-2, ESV)

Introduction
Some might think that living in a post-modern, post-Christian, post-truth moment in time should not only cause churches to close, but also force Christians into hiding. However, for these First Century disciples of Christ who lived in a pre-modern, pre-Christian, pre-truth moment, the situation was much worse. Nevertheless, they responded to the censure of culture and society by learning to speak, act, and relate with one another, their neighbors, and enemies as Christ had.

1. Therefore be imitators of God. (Ephesians 5:1-2)

a) Why the Ephesians were instructed THEREFORE to be imitators of God.

b) What might walking in love look like for you in your present situation?

2. Seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness. (Ephesians 5:3-5)

a) What is proper appearance and behavior for temples of the Holy Spirit?

b) Are we once saved, always saved? Or does God require faithfulness from us?

3. Live in the light of God’s truth and love. (Ephesians 5:6-10)

a) The lessons of Exodus 12:31-57 informed the apostles’ teaching here.

b) Why “walk as children of light” rather than live as “sons of disobedience”?

Conclusion
Christ told His disciples that they were “the salt of the earth” and the “light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16). While Christ’s likening these men to salt and light may seem a little strange to a modern First World reader, we probably know that both salt and light only have effect when in contact with their intended object. Just as salt kept in a shaker will neither preserve nor flavor food, so when an object is hidden in the shade, light doesn’t reveal what’s in the dark. By contrast, while “earth” here refers to the physical world, the word used for “world” (Greek: kosmos) speaks more of orderly arrangement and systems. As disciples of Christ, we must engage the world and its systems as Christ Himself did.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE and have someone share a testimony of escaping “enemy mode.”
2) Share one thing that stood out for you from today’s worship, scripture passage, or sermon.
3) Please share any concerns or needs you may have and pray for one another.
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