Love, Submission and Marriage
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Ephesians 5:22-33

[bookmark: _Hlk135202685]31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
(Ephesians 5:31-33, ESV)

Introduction
Before the invention of the printing press and the addition of chapter and verse divisions to aid the first mass production of Bibles by Gutenberg in 1455, readers of the Scriptures used a different set of markers and cues for memorization and understanding. One of the most widely used mnemonics was quoting a key phrase or passage which would help readers refer to the passage and thought in context. In a similar way, the Holy Spirit led Paul to help his readers realize that Ephesians 5:31 was a reference to Genesis 2:5-25.

1. The testimony of wives and followers of Christ. (Ephesians 5:22-24)

	a) The Bible’s teaching on marital relationships and gender roles begins with creation.

	b) The NT teaching on marital relationships and gender roles is completed in Christ.

2. The testimony of husbands to the steadfast love of Christ. (Ephesians 5:25-30)

	a) Why is the instruction to husbands twice the length of instruction to wives?

	b) The husband’s responsibility to resemble and represent Christ in the marriage.

3. The authority of the Creator and therefore of the Scriptures. (Ephesians 5:31-33)

	a) The authority of the Scriptures rests on the authority of the Creator.

	b) The purpose for marriage is to reveal the relationship of Christ and the Church.

Conclusion
Genesis 2:5-25 contains the beginning of man’s history with God. Genesis tells us that while the earth was yet barren, “God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature” (vv.5-7). Then God gave the man a place, purpose, and single command along with a declaration, “It is not good that the man should be alone.” After demonstrating the unique nature of man, God made woman from the man, and they were both naked and unashamed. This is the context for Ephesians 5:31 and why marriage is a sacred covenant.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE and have someone share a testimony of escaping “enemy mode.”
2) Share one thing that stood out for you from today’s worship, scripture passage, or sermon.
3) Please share any concerns or needs you may have and pray for one another.
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