​The Discipline and Instruction of the Lord
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Ephesians 6:1-9
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Introduction
First Century Rome was a very different place from what any of us have experienced in the U.S. today. Historians estimate that in the capitol city, for example, about 55% of its residents were Roman citizens, 15% were foreigners living and doing business there, and 30% were slaves from one of the many wars fought to expand the Roman Empire. Gender roles and responsibilities were very different, too. Yet the gospel transformed society.

1. The first commandment with a promise of blessing. (Ephesians 6:1-4)

	a) The relationship between the Old and New Covenants.

	b) Fathers and mothers must learn and help children to return to joy from shame.

2. Slavery, employment, motivation, and reward. (Ephesians 6:5-8)

	a) The New Covenant lent dignity to slaves and gave meaning to their service.

	b) “Whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord” (Ephesians 6:8).

3. The gospel and the Lordship of Christ. (Ephesians 6:9)

	a) An apparent parallel between parents and slaveowners in the Roman Empire.

	b) Christ is Lord of all: man and woman, parent and child, slave and free, citizen and foreigner.

Conclusion
Ephesians 5:21’s “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” is so much more than a prelude to telling wives to submit to husbands. Paul’s letter to the believers at Ephesus taught them to live as new creations while awaiting the arrival of a new heaven and earth. Arguably, the teaching and practice of the gospel continues to be more about our transformation than with changing the rules or ways of a world that is passing away. How should reverence for Christ and mutual submission be allowed to change your new, deepening, reconciling, or sending relationships?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE and have someone share a testimony of escaping “enemy mode.”
2) Share one thing that stood out for you from today’s worship, scripture passage, or sermon.
3) Please share any concerns or needs you may have and pray for one another.
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