People Are Not Your Enemy
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Ephesians 6:10-12

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
(Ephesians 6:12, ESV)

Introduction
As the Holy Spirit prepared Paul to conclude his letter to the Church at Ephesus, His attention is focused upon the enemy of our souls: the enemy of all the good that is, and comes from God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Because Satan is but a created being, and therefore unable to defeat God, Satan has focused his efforts and allies to steal from God by killing humans and destroying all that is good and glorious. No matter how deceived, depraved, or even devilish they may seem to be, people are not the enemy.

1. Our contribution to God’s work requires God’s strength. (Ephesians 6:10)

	a) From beginning to end we can be saved and serve God only by His grace.

	b) What does it mean for us to be strong in the Lord?

2. We must get dressed for battle daily. (Ephesians 6:11)

	a) While the Holy Spirit indwells us by grace, God’s armor requires both our will and effort.

b) Without God’s armor we are always in danger or of becoming collateral damage.

3. The thief is here to steal, kill and destroy while he can. (Ephesians 6:12)
	
a) Our enemies are not mere flesh and blood but fallen and fearfully dark angelic beings.

b) Our opponents may be unseen, yet they are infinitely stronger and craftier than us.

Conclusion
Christ’s words—“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34)—spoken as he was being crucified about the people fighting over his garments and possessions make it clear that God does not see people as His enemies. These people who had unknowingly scorned, scourged, and crucified their Savior and only hope of forgiveness, reconciliation, and life, had been deceived by the enemy of their souls. Satan saw the futility of his efforts to kill God the Son, so he seems largely focused upon killing God’s sons and daughters, resorting to deception, oppression, and possession, to keep them from repentance and faith which leads to redemption, reconciliation, and the restoration of life.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE and have someone share a testimony of escaping “enemy mode.”
2) Share one thing that stood out for you from today’s worship, scripture passage, or sermon.
3) Please share any concerns or needs you may have and pray for one another.
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