Learn to Endure Hardship Well
Hope Chapel Honolulu
2 Timothy 1:15-2:13

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
(2 Timothy 2:8-10, ESV)
Introduction
Personally, here with the members of our council and oversight teams, and with leaders on both sides of the Pacific, I have been learning to grow in the spiritual disciplines of RARE leaders: those who, even in times of conflict, difficulty and disease, remain relational, authentic to their identity in Christ, are able to return to relational joy and endure hardship well through the presence, power, and purity of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And so, it makes sense that Paul would remind Timothy to endure hardship well, too.

1. The faithful example of the household of Onesiphorus. (2 Timothy 1:15-18)

	a) That betrayal which Paul experienced and the relational struggles we face today.

	b) The faithful example and refreshment of Onesiphorus and his faith family.

2. Seeing discipleship as the simultaneous growth of four generations. (2 Timothy 2:1-7)

	a) Strengthened by grace rather than just by food, sleep, and exercise.

	b) Choosing to share in the sufferings of Christ (1 Peter 5:1-11).

3. Saved by grace through faithful response to Christ’s faithfulness. (2 Timothy 2:8-13)

	a) Suffering for the gospel as opposed to human pride, selfishness, or rebellion.

	b) Learning to respond with faith in God to our every circumstance and situation.

Conclusion
While contemporary declarations of faith include such sayings as “God is good, all the time; and all the time, God is good,” these fall short of the declarations of the original apostles. Where does our present-day faith fall short of the faith of Paul and Timothy? Where do our practices fall short of those of Paul and Timothy? I need to grow in my personal response to hardship and suffering. Do you need to, too?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read 2 Timothy 1:15-2:13 aloud together and share one thing the Word and Spirit revealed to you.
3) Please share a word or phrase to describe your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.
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