God’s Word and You
Hope Chapel Honolulu
2 Timothy 3:10-17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16-17, ESV)

Introduction
I recently came across a study done by The Center of Bible Engagement (TCBE) of over 400,000 people ages 8-80 in 24 countries about what happens when people read, hear, believe, and act upon God’s Word four or more days a week. The survey indicates that these people were 228% more likely to share their faith, 407% more likely to memorize Scripture, 59% less likely to view pornography, and 30% less likely to struggle with loneliness. TCBE called this “the power of four.”

1. Discipleship is a lifelong process of repentance and renewal. (2 Timothy 3:10-11)

	a) Discipleship aims at transformation through the Word, Spirit, and People of God.

	b) The strongest communities and most loyal relationships come through shared suffering.

2. Living a godly life in Christ may invite persecution. (2 Timothy 3:12-13)

	a) While James asks the question (1 Peter 3:13), doing good makes some folks mad.

	b) Sow a thought…reap a destiny?

3. Knowing, trusting, and obeying God’s Word leads to salvation. (2 Timothy 3:14-17)

	a) God’s Word is “able to make us wise for salvation.”

	b) Renewing our minds with God’s Word completes and equips us for all of life. 

Conclusion
You have probably seen and heard me talk about five individual spiritual disciplines that are common in every faithful disciple of Christ: renewing their mind with God’s Word, daily conversation with God and praying for others and themselves, submission to God’s Word and Spirit, a sabbath practice that helps them to work from their rest, the combination of which results in faithful witness to the grace and truth of Christ. As with repentance, this is a lifetime process. Your relationship with God, identity as a disciple of Christ, and eternal reward depend upon your intake of the Word of God every day.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17 aloud and share one thing the Word and Spirit revealed to you.
3) Please share a word or phrase to describe your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.
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