To Be Approved by Christ
Hope Chapel Honolulu
2 Timothy 2:14-3:9

15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
(2 Timothy 2:15, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk149659479]I have spoken with you many times about how the gospel you believe determines not only the life you lead but the disciples you make. However, while most of the Western Protestant and Evangelical Church appears comfortable with a “forgiveness-only” gospel, the apostles taught and practiced a gospel which provoked one another to worship, disciple, and bear witness to the grace and truth of Christ through love and good works (Hebrews 10:24). Will your faith and practice result in God’s approval and reward?

1. Do your best to win God’s approval. (2 Timothy 2:14-19)

	a) Paul’s use of “dokimos” and the historical use of coinage in Rome.

	b) What does it mean to “rightly handle the word of truth”?

2. Become vessels of honor. (2 Timothy 2:21-26)

	a) Are you becoming a vessel of honor or dishonor?

	b) Prescribed behavior for the Lord’s servants.
 
3. Become lovers of God. (2 Timothy 3:1-9)

	a) The last days will be marked by those who love pleasure more than God.

	b) “…having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power…” (v.5).

Conclusion
In Paul’s last correspondence with Timothy, his son in the faith and best-known disciple, the Holy Spirit appears to have led Paul to speak words of caution and warning. While scientists today argue about whether humans really have “free will,” the Word, Spirit, and People of God make it clear that we are responsible for what we do with our thoughts, feelings, and choices. Those who are wise will daily learn to be transformed into servants who have won God’s approval, whose lives give honor to God, and whose words, works, and relationships show them to be lovers of God.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read 2 Timothy 2:14-3:9 aloud together and share one thing the Word and Spirit revealed to you.
3) Please share a word or phrase to describe your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.
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