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19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”
(Luke 1:19. ESV)

Introduction
While most of Christ’s life might be explained away as less than special, the same cannot be said about Christ’s conception and resurrection. It was not only Christ’s conception that was supernatural, but also the conception of his cousin, whom we came to know as John the Baptist. These circumstances promised so much more than just another son born to a husband and wife. 

1. So that we can be sure of what we believe. (Luke 1:1-4)

a) Who was Luke?

b) Who was Theophilus?

2. This is not a ‘long ago and faraway’ story. (Luke 1:5-17)

	a) A righteous man who doubted the word of an angelic messenger?

	b) The promise of Elijah’s return before the advent of Messiah (Matthew 17:1-13).

3. Righteous before God and yet unbelieving. (Luke 1:18-25)

	a) A priest who didn’t believe that God’s promise to Abraham might include him, too.

	b) The miracle baby who would herald God’s promised blessing to the people of Israel.

Conclusion
We may easily think of unanswered or only partially answered prayers, but the angelic message (Luke 1:13-17) promised so much more than Zechariah could believe. Ever since Moses revealed that the LORD would raise up another prophet like him (Deuteronomy 18:15), Israel had awaited the arrival of Messiah, a prophet and king who would fulfill all that God promised.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read Luke 1:1-25 aloud and share one thing the Word and Spirit emphasized to you.
3) Please share a word or phrase to describe your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.

112623cdg@hch


