A Ruler from Bethlehem
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Micah 4:10--5:5

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.”
(Micah 5:2, ESV)

Introduction
The prophet Micah lived and declared the Word of the LORD in Judah during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (about 750–700 B.C.), around the same time as Isaiah. In a time of prosperity, Micah confronted the wealthy who were oppressing the poor, and warned of God’s impending judgment. 
While perhaps best known for these instructions for godly living—“do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:6-8)—Micah also spoke of a day to come when the nations would “beat their swords into plowshares” of a divine ruler who would rescue God’s people from all their enemies and be born in a very small town called Bethlehem.

1. Who knows the thoughts and plan of the LORD? (Micah 4:10-12)

	a) Micah was the first to prophesy of the coming Babylonian exile.

	b) Albeit a minor prophet in Isaiah’s day, Micah’s voice is still heard 1800 years later.

2. Images of war to a people living in peace and prosperity. (Micah 4:13-5:1)

	a) The seeming contradiction of the prophet’s voice.

	b) Discerning timing and fulfillment from God’s kairos perspective.

3. A ruler to again come from the line of David. (1 Samuel 17:12; Micah 5:2-5)

	a) David was called an Ephrathite, yet Bethlehem seemed but a small and insignificant place.

	b) God’s work seems mysterious to those ignorant of His power and authority.

Conclusion
The prophecy of Micah regarding the birth of the Messiah in that “little town of Bethlehem” more than 700 years before Christ was born says several things to us. First, like in the days of Moses, God was aware of the suffering of His people and was not content to sit idly and watch. Second, the Messiah would come from the line of David even though his children had been less than faithful. And third, God’s people were told to expect their Messiah to come from an insignificant place.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read Micah 4:10-5:5 aloud and share one thing the Word and Spirit emphasized to you.
3) Briefly share your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.
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