Faith and Obedience
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 2:1-21

19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
(Luke 2:19-21, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk153302226]Some 2000 years after Christ’s birth, it seems that most of the facts surrounding His birth, life, death, and resurrection have been relegated to the realm of private or religious knowledge. But this has not always been so. Sure, there are circumstances surrounding Christ’s life which seem incredible, not the least of which would be His virgin birth, resurrection, and ascension. If Christ is, was, and will be who and what has been promised, what seems incredible to us should be allowed to negate what is credible.

​1. God’s rule over the nations. (Proverbs 21:1; Luke 2:1-7)

	a) The historical event of Christ’s birth separates it from myth or legend.

	b) Christ was born without human fanfare or privilege.

2. The certainty of authentic prophecy. (Luke 2:8-14)

	a) God has always revealed Himself to those who are poor yet rich in faith.

	b) The birth of Christ did not surprise those who knew of God’s promised Messiah.

3. Faith and obedience to the Person and Message of Jesus Christ. (Luke 2:15-21)

	a) The shepherds’ example of faith and obedience.

	b) Mary and Joseph’s example of faith and obedience (Matthew 1:18-22).

Conclusion
Faith and obedience to the Person and Message of Christ is so much more than an escape from reality and responsibility. If Christ is God, then not only is His life central to all human history, but also His claims upon every man, woman, and child are both the greatest reality and the greatest responsibility we have been entrusted with. Christmas is not a holiday to celebrate, but God’s invitation to live more abundantly.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read Luke 2:1-21 aloud and share one thing the Word and Spirit revealed to you.
3) Please share a word or phrase to describe your needs, take communion, and pray for one another.
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