God Breaks His Silence
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 1:57-80 (ESV)

76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
(Luke 1:76-79, ESV)

Introduction
While reading Luke’s narrative of the events leading up to Christ’s birth, we saw how Zechariah had been struck dumb for at least nine months because he refused to believe the word of the LORD delivered by the angel Gabriel. However, it was not just Zechariah who was quiet; God had not spoken publicly with Israel since the word of the LORD given through the prophet Malachi some 400 years before Christ’s birth. 

1. The power of speech miraculously restored to Zechariah. (Luke 1:57-66)

	a) The neighbors were first surprised and curious at the name “John.”

	b) Then they are shocked at Zechariah’s sudden ability to speak!

2. A demonstration of the word gifts before Pentecost. (Luke 1:67-79)

	a) Zechariah becomes the fourth person to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” in this narrative!

	b) The gift and practice of the word gifts, especially prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1-33).

3. Spiritual blessing and strength. (Luke 1:80)

	a) The practice of prophetic blessing here practiced by Zechariah and you.

	b) What does it mean for someone to become “strong in spirit”?

Conclusion
When I suggest that God had broken His own silence with this First Advent, it’s helpful to remember what God had last said about Elijah the prophet (Malachi 4:5-6). Moses had promised that God would raise up another prophet like him (Deuteronomy 18:15-22), but Christ confirmed that John the Baptist was, in fact, the prophet Elijah (Matthew 17:1-13).  

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read Luke 1:57-80 aloud and share one thing the Word and Spirit emphasized to you.
3) Briefly share your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.
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