To Believe and Submit
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Luke 1:26-56

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
(Luke 1:34-38, ESV)
Introduction
We began this year’s Advent series with the story of this same angel Gabriel appearing to Zechariah in the temple. As we read in Luke 1:1-15, even while Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth “…were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord” (Luke 1:6, ESV), Zechariah did not believe the angel’s message. Mary, however, as young, plain, and simple as the Scriptures described her, chose to believe and submit herself to the will and way of the LORD.

1. Gabriel appears to Mary. (Luke 1:26-33)

	a) Gabriel was sent to Mary six months after being sent to Zechariah.

	b) The favor of Jehovah and the promise of Yeshua made to Mary.

2. Mary chooses to believe and submit. (Luke 1:34-38)

	a) The difference between the responses of Zechariah and Mary.

b) While in awe of the angel and his message, Mary chose to believe and submit.

3. The power and testimony of the Holy Spirit. (Luke 1:39-56)

	a) Mary travels to visit Elizabeth unaware that she has already conceived the Christ.

	b) The Holy Spirit in both Elizabeth and John confirm Mary’s conception of Yeshua.

Conclusion
While the message of the angel Gabriel to Zechariah seemed unlikely to happen despite all their years of praying and trying to have a baby, the message of the angel to Mary was biologically impossible. Nevertheless, once Mary is told of how the Holy Spirit would supernaturally fulfill the promise, she chose to believe and submit. Whether Mary or that desperate father whose son often threw himself into the water and fire (Mark 9:24), God is willing and able to help our disbelief when we choose to believe.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice quieting and CAKE, then talk story about escaping “enemy mode” together.
2) Read Luke 1:26-56 aloud and share one thing the Word and Spirit emphasized to you.
3) Please share a word or phrase to describe your prayer needs, take communion, and pray together.
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