Discipleship and Renewal
Hope Chapel Honolulu
2 Peter 1:1-11

[bookmark: _Hlk155165463]“Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
(2 Peter 1:10-11, ESV)
Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk155151350]Church membership is only valuable when authentic discipleship results from committed relationship with Christ and other disciples of Christ. Disciples are those who bear witness to the Person and Message of Jesus Christ through a lifelong practice of renewal, prayer, submission, and sabbath. While some seem confused by such identities as believer, follower, attender, or even Christian, only disciples of Christ are assured entrance into the eternal kingdom of Christ.

1. A faith of apostolic standing by the righteousness of Christ. (2 Peter 1:1-2)

	a) “A servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.”

	b) “To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours.” 

2. Christ’s divine power and very great promises. (2 Peter 1:3-4)

	a) What God has granted to those who are in Christ.

	b) What God has promised to those with a full knowledge of Christ.

3. Be diligent to confirm your calling and election in Christ. (2 Peter 1:5-11)

	a) The process of growing in Christ and the qualities we must add to our faith.

	b) How to ensure your entrance into the eternal kingdom of Christ.

Conclusion 
The apostle Peter learned that faith in Christ results in equal standing before God because Christ shares His relationship with God the Father and Holy Spirit by faith expressed by love for God and neighbor. James underlined what Peter taught: “You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone” (James 2:24, ESV). While faith might begin with a thought or feeling, authentic faith results in words, works, and relationships which resemble and represent those of Christ. That is why at the end of the day only disciples of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1) may be confident of their salvation and reward.

Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read 2 Peter 1:1-11 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
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