 ​Discipleship and Submission
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Romans 13:1-10

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
(Romans 13:10, ESV)

Introduction
I have spoken with you many times of God’s laws of love and limits with respect to our words, works, and relationships.  I believe that God’s laws of love and limits are the light of our understanding, appreciating, and even submission to God’s authority in the now and not yet of our life in Christ.

1. The Christian worldview and governing authorities. (Romans 13:1-4)

	a) The relationship between the powers and authorities of heaven and earth.

	b) “…There is no authority except from God…” (Ephesians 3:7-10; Colossians 1:15-20).

2. Adding virtue to our faith requires our submission and obedience. (Romans 13:5-7)

	a) Submission is vital to Christian discipleship and transformation (2 Peter 1:3-11).

	b) The relationship between baptism, repentance, and citizenship now and then.

3. Christ fulfilled the law so we could love God and neighbor. (Romans 13:8-10)

	a) Love for God and neighbor is God’s standard for worship (Mark 12:28-31).

	b) The Mosaic laws were fulfilled and replaced by love for God and neighbor by Christ.

Conclusion
While observing pastors, leaders, and other older believers as a young Christian, it seemed that the goal of Christianity was knowledge and good works, almost to the point that I had thought that increasing knowledge as well as consistent good words and works saved me. I have come to understand, however, that continuing to learn of God and living out the grace and truth of Christ are important, but just as adding virtue to my faith is key to gaining knowledge of God, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, and brotherly affection are essential to my capacity to love God and others. Without submission, our capacity to love God and others will be limited.

Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read Romans 13:1-10 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
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