Concerning Spiritual Matters
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1 Corinthians 12:1-11

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
(1 Corinthians 12:4-7, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk158179531]Those familiar with the New Testament will likely agree that the apostle Paul spoke of spiritual matters, particularly spiritual gifting, service, and activities in his letters to the churches at Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome. While not identical, likely because of the needs of the churches they were addressed to, these three lists have much in common. Most importantly, God used Paul to give the disciples a Christian worldview of spiritual matters.

1. Choosing not to fear or ignore the spiritual dimension of our existence. (1 Corinthians 12:1-3)

	a) Have you developed a Biblical worldview about spiritual things, and do you live accordingly?

	b) Holy Spirit as the personal presence, power, and purity of God.

2. Holy Spirit manifesting to, through and around us for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

	a) Just as Holy Spirit filled and empowered Jesus, Holy Spirit would fill and empower you.

	b) The distinctions between gifts, service, and activities as manifestations of God in you.

3. Various manifestations and expressions by one Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:8-11)

	a) The word gifts and power gifts worked in and through us by Holy Spirit.

	b) Each and every gift is empowered and apportioned to us as Holy Spirit wills.

Conclusion
Some who identify as Christians have never been taught about Holy Spirit; others have been discouraged from believing and expecting the power, love, and faithfulness of God to be revealed to and through them as we read about in the Scriptures and hear about in other parts of the world. Nevertheless, God’s unchanging testimony is that “to each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

Three steps to help one another grow as worshippers, disciples, and witnesses of Christ:
1) Practice CAKE and have someone share a story about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read 1Corinthians 12:1-11 aloud together and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Confess Christ as Lord together, and pray for Holy Spirit to fill, reveal, cleanse, heal and empower one another for effective worship, discipleship and witness before our time together is over.
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