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Philippians 1:27-2:18

[bookmark: _Hlk159398320]5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
(Philippians 2:5-8, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk159388480]The principle of humbling ourselves before the LORD and allowing Him to lift us up (James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6) should be understood as essential for our worship, discipleship, and witness. This extended quote from Philippians 2:5-8 explains how the principle of humility is expressed in and through the Person and Message of Jesus Christ. Disciples are learners, and disciples of Christ are learners or imitators of Christ. Let’s take a closer look so that we might better resemble and represent Christ in our world.

1. Showing and telling the gospel of Christ in and through our lives. (Philippians 1:27-2:4)

	a) How did Paul learn to imitate Christ, never having met Christ as the Twelve had?

	b) Trust and obedience gained through shared suffering (Hebrews 5:8).

2. The mindset of Christ. (Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 5:7-10)

	a) The simplest way to understand the goal of renewal is to speak, act and relate as Christ.

	b) The mystery of kenosis: how Christ Jesus emptied Himself to be born in the likeness of men.

3. Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. (Philippians 2:12-18)

	a) Working out our own salvation is a matter of responding to God’s grace with our faithfulness.

	b) What does it mean that God is at work in us, to will and to work for His good pleasure?

Conclusion
God may have spoken the simplest yet most profound directive for the life of faith in Christ through the prophet Micah who lived some 750 years before Christ. The apostle Paul and even Christ Himself would appear to have obeyed these words of wisdom found in Micah 6:8—“He  has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (ESV). How will you work out your own salvation with fear and trembling today?

[bookmark: _Hlk158712316]Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read Philippians 1:27-2:18 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
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