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Philippians 1:1-26

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
(Philippians 1:21-24, ESV)
Introduction
We learn about the Church at Philippi from Acts 16:6-40 as Paul and Silas respond to a vision leading them to the Roman colony which was then part of what was known as the Macedonian District. The Church at Philippi began with the apostles coming across a women’s prayer meeting by a river. It faced persecution when the apostles cast a spirit of divination out of a slave girl and may be best known for the conversion of the Philippian jailer and his household when an earthquake opened the prison doors as Paul and Silas prayed and worshiped. Paul wrote this letter while in prison.

1. A faithful influence unbound and unfettered by circumstances. (Philippians 1:1-11)

	a) A letter full of joy and hope from a man imprisoned for his faith and witness to Christ.

	b) Paul’s hope and prayer for the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi.

2. Learning to see how God makes bad situations result in good. (Philippians 1:12-20)

	a) Paul’s witness of Christ, even while imprisoned in Rome, served to advance the gospel.

	b) Paul’s primary concern was that Christ would continue to be proclaimed.

3. Comparing Paul’s reason for living with our own. (Philippians 1:21-26)

	a) What did Paul mean by “to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21)?

b) While awaiting Caesar’s judgment, Paul was yet hopeful of returning to Philippi. 

Conclusion
Paul was imprisoned not only for his faith, but also for his witness to the grace and truth of Jesus Christ. Paul’s imprisonment caused some to preach Christ with increased boldness and faith, while some had other motives for preaching the gospel, even selfish ambition. However, it seems that two truths helped the apostle to continue his witness for Christ with hope and joy despite being in chains: firstly, that God would complete the work begun in us, and secondly, that while Paul himself might have wanted to die and go to heaven, Paul recognized that, at least for a little longer, his life would benefit the Body of Christ.

[bookmark: _Hlk158712316]Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read Philippians 1:1-26 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
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