A Theology of Discipleship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Philippians 2:12-30

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also.
(Philippians 2:19-24, ESV)
Introduction
You’ll probably recall Paul’s concluding argument in the section of his letter to the Church at Philippi just before today’s key passage: “…Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-13, ESV). Paul’s statement there could arguably be considered a theological statement—the identity, nature, and work of God in our world—about the Spirit and salvation of God. But what follows is more of a theology of discipleship, an anthropological statement about the identity, nature, and work of man in God’s world.

1. Applying the grace and truth of Christ to our own lives. (Philippians 2:14-18, ESV)

	a) Fear and trembling, a reverence for God, translates to honor and respect for others.

	b) Reverence and trust in God’s promise of life enable us to pour out our own lives for others.

2. A disciple known and trusted by Paul and the Philippians. (Philippians 2:19-24, ESV)

a) Discipleship is sharing the life of Christ in such a way that transformation happens.
 
b) Discipleship is a lifelong journey that grows us from faith in, to friendship with God.

3. A disciple known and trusted by the Philippians and Paul. (Philippians 2:25-30, ESV)

a) A “grand-disciple” who learned and imitated the faith observed in Paul and Timothy.
 
b) A perspective on ministry in the Body of Christ that goes beyond mere multiplication.

Conclusion
My conclusions at the end of this passage are likely biased by my own personality and experience. Yet, it does seem that Paul considers Christ-like character to be the deciding factor in a disciple’s capacity and impact. More than information, influence, or investments realized, it is if we love God with all that we are and have, and how we love those whom God makes to be our neighbors, that matters most when it comes to our witness to the grace and truth of Christ.

[bookmark: _Hlk158712316]Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read Philippians 2:12-30 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
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