In the Image of the Man of Heaven
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 Corinthians 15:35-58

[bookmark: _Hlk162424019]45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.
(1 Corinthians 15:45-49, ESV)

Introduction
The total knowledge gained by humans is rapidly increasing. While the doubling of knowledge appears to have increased about once every hundred years until the 19th century, today it is doubling every thirteen (13) months, and with the advent of AI, perhaps soon to double every twelve (12) hours!  However, we still do not understand the eternal life which Christ promised, nor what the resurrection will be like, beyond the words of Christ. 

1. Hints of the resurrection bodies to come. (1 Corinthians 15:35-41)

	a) Evidence supporting resurrection in the seasons and cycles of biological life.

	b) An argument for forms of eternal life based on the vast variety of existence and life today.

2. The man of dust and the man of heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:42-49)

	a) Ever since sin entered the world, we have been subject to a cycle of birth, life, and death.

	b) Comparing and contrasting the first man of the earth with the first man of heaven.

3. Victory over sin and death through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:50-58)

	a) The connection between Christ’s return, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

	b) Christ’s coming victory over sin and death is the source of our hope. (Revelation 20:11-21:4).

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk162286090]Science fiction and technological advancement may predict that humans might someday indwell robotic bodies, but the eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrection say He had a body made of “flesh and bones” (Luke 24:39). While Christ ate and drank without leaking, He also walked through walls and locked doors, before soaring up into heaven unaided. What do these words mean: “Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:49, ESV)?

Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE, give Christ’s love, and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
033124cdg@hch
