Whose Example Are You Following?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Philippians 3:17 - 4:9 (ESV)

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.
(Philippians 3:17-18, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk160596593]I just read an article by Dr. Thom Rainer about Christians in America which was difficult to believe and hard to accept. The author quotes various sources that provide data saying that 69% of American adults self-identify as Christian. Sixty-nine percent of 259 million people (census.gov) comes out to 179 million people self-identifying as Christian. While only God really knows our hearts, Rainer used various litmus tests, such as the evangelical belief in Christ as the sole source of salvation, as well as church attendance and membership. Sadly, Rainer concluded that 60% of Christians in America might be “Christian-in-name-only.”

1. Whose example do you imitate? (Philippians 3:17-4:1)

	a) The apostles’ importance as living examples of life in Christ.

	b) What does it mean to walk as a friend or enemy of the cross of Christ?

2. Reconcile, rejoice, be reasonable, and trust God in everything. (Philippians 4:2-7)

	a) Let your gentleness, patience, and moderation be known to everyone.

	b) Are you anxious, or are you praying and asking God with thanksgiving for your needs?

3. Thoughts, words, actions, habits, lifestyles, and relationships. (Philippians 4:8-9)

	a) Set your mind to worship, disciple, and bear witness to Christ.

	b) What can someone learn, receive, hear, and see of Christ in your life?

Conclusion
Is Christ regularly seen, heard, felt, and received through our words, works, and relationships? Is Christ equally visible, audible, and tangible in our public and private lives? Are you anxious about a few things or even many things which you have yet to bring to God in prayer? Does your prayer life reveal a trust and reliance on your power, love, and faithfulness or in God’s power, love, and faithfulness? Are we truly Christian in thought, word, action, and relationship or are we “Christian-in-name-only”?

Towards loving and learning community:
1) Practice CAKE, give Christ’s love, and share stories about escaping Enemy Mode this week.
2) Read Philippians 3:17-4:9 and share one thing the Word and Spirit of God say to you.
3) Share communion and pray for one another before our time together is over.
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